((((
      The ECHOS
The Assembly Mission Prayer Bulletin

From you Sounded out the word of the Lord … In every place your faith toward God is Spread abroad…  I Thes. 1:8
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Fruits of Faith

Someone once said, Faith in God is no empty boast!
Can a Christian boast? 

David did in Psalm 34:1, 2

I will bless the LORD at all times: His praise shall continually be in my mouth.

My soul shall make her boast in the LORD: the humble shall hear thereof, and be glad.
The Psalmist did in Psalm 44:8

In God we boast all the day long, and praise thy name for ever.

And Paul did in II Cor. 10:8-13-16

Paul was conscious of the Apostles’ Christ-given authority in the preaching of the Gospel and was not ashamed to boast of it.

For though I should boast somewhat more of our authority, which the Lord hath given us for edification, and not for your destruction, I should not be ashamed

Yes, he was prepared to be regarded as a fool, if necessary, in his boast. He said in II Cor. 11:16-23 NIV

I repeat, let no one think that I am a fool; but if you do, then accept me as a fool, so that I too may boast a little. What I am saying in regard to this boastful confidence, I am saying not with the Lord's authority, but as a fool; since many boast according to human standards, I will also boast.

For you gladly put up with fools, being wise yourselves! For you put up with it when someone makes slaves of you, or preys upon you, or takes advantage of you, or puts on airs, or gives you a slap in the face. To my shame, I must say, we were too weak for that! But whatever anyone dares to boast of--I am speaking as a fool--I also dare to boast of that.

Are they Hebrews? So am I. Are they Israelites? So am I. Are they descendants of Abraham? So am I. Are they ministers of Christ? I am talking like a madman--I am a better one: with far greater labors, far more imprisonments, with countless floggings, and often near death….

Paul boasted like a fool and talked like a mad man because that was probably the only way the church at Corinth would receive him, even as they received others. 

Incidentally, the boasting in Psa. 34:1 and 44:8 is the Hebrew word halal, which Strong defines as to be clear (orig. of sound, but usually of color); to shine; hence to make a show, to boast; and thus to be (clamorously) foolish; to rave; ….to celebrate …, while Paul used the Greek word kauchaomai which Strong again defines as … to vaunt (in a good or a bad sense):--(make) boast, glory, joy, rejoice.
Faith in God indeed is no empty boast.

On this 5th Anniversary of Mission Night and the publication of The ECHOS since 22nd October 1997, we would like to make our boast in God and call on all those who are with us to thank God for these five years during which He demonstrated His faithfulness to us as we walked with Him in this venture of Faith. We may seem mad in our boasting as some may think so, but we foolishly rave on with joy and celebration to boast of God’s faithfulness all these five years and to thank every one of you for your faithfulness in supporting the work of the Lord all this time.

Yes, we foolishly boast of the following: -

· Every Mission Night, God has supplied us with His servant/s (without a repeat so far) to be with us and to report on a new work in His vast vineyard. 

· From only the believers at Burmah Road Gospel Hall initially, we now have an attendance from representatives of all the six assemblies in Penang on Mission Nights.

· The assemblies in Penang have never been exposed to so many of the Lord’s servants and the work that He is doing through His workers as in these five years in their history.

· From a one-sheet prayer-letter The ECHOS now has an average of 15 to 18 pages.

· The ECHOS now reaches the Lord’s servants and others of His mission-minded saints in Malaysia, Singapore, Cambodia, Myanmar, India, England, Scotland, Australia, Tasmania and the United States.

· Since launching out on a Faith Venture at the beginning of this year to publish The ECHOS and post it to its respective destinations as stated above, The ECHOS has never been short of supplies. 

· Fellowship gifts in their thousands in RM have been forwarded to the Lord’s servants and for the Lord’s work on your behalf. Local believers have participated in sponsorship programmes for evangelists and the work they are doing. You hear, you are touched and you give. The Lord’s servants and the Lord’s work are helped because you come forward.

· There are many other blessings that can be mentioned, but suffice with these to make all your hearts to rejoice and celebrate with thanksgivings unto the Lord His wonderful rich blessings on all of us.

We take this opportunity to thank the Lord foremost for the His faithfulness to us, for His provisions for us, for His wisdom, guidance and leading all the way. 

We also thank you for your faithful support and encouragement, your prayerful fellowship and your generous practical partnership all these years. 

We look forward to your continued support as we go forth with more ventures and adventures in faith in the years to come, as the Lord opens and shuts doors. 

Be sure you are there with us and for us!

This is the last Mission Night for the year as December will be busy months for all assemblies. However, The ECHOS will still be out as usual as the Lord enables on December 18.

Blessed Christmas, and may the Peace and Prosperity of God be with you all in the coming year as the Lord tarries.
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